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BACKGROUNDER

Mission Statement:

Hidden Heroes Education Society is a non-profit organization that exists to inspire all of us
to seek out the best in ourselves and each other, and to strive to make a difference; one
person, one family, one community at a time.

Organizational Overview:

Hidden Heroes are the millions of ordinary people who inspire others to do small things that
make a difference. We share their stories through the media, distribute Our Hidden Heroes
learning resources to teachers, facilitate workshops, and work with partners in the
community.

Developed by teachers for teachers, the Our Hidden Heroes learning resources have been
proven to raise the level of empathy and compassion in classrooms, and to positively
change the behaviour of students and teachers. Kids learn by experience what it feels like
to make a difference; one person, one family, one community at a time.

Organizational History:

e The Hidden Heroes Education Society was established in 2001 and originated from a
concept first developed by our founder and CEO Bill Robinson, a former teacher and
broadcaster. The program is based on a simple but powerful theory that ordinary people
doing small things do make a difference.

The Our Hidden Heroes Program:

e The Our Hidden Heroes program motivates elementary and middle school students to
recognize Hidden Heroes in their communities, discover the Hidden Hero in themselves,
and put their positive ideas into action.

e Designed by teachers for teachers, (one D.Ed., two Masters of Education and one B.Ed.),
the 6-8 week curriculum features comprehensive, teacher-friendly lesson plans
for Grades 1 to 8 that excites teachers and inspires students to do small things that
make a difference.

For additional information on the Hidden Heroes Education Society please call 250-585-1078
Or visit our website at: www.ourhiddenheroes.org
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e The Our Hidden Heroes social responsibility/character education program reflects
learning outcomes from a variety of Integrated Resource Packages including those
provided by the BC Ministry of Education.

e QOur program also reflects the British Columbia Social Responsibility Performance
Standards, which set out expectations for student behaviours as they develop their skills
in various aspects of social and emotional learning. Most lessons also meet a variety of
other cross-curricular learning outcomes including social studies, language arts and
personal planning.

e Learning resources have been developed for grades 1/2, 3/4, 5/6, and 7/8 with a high
school program expected to be completed in 2009-2010. Plans are being made to
translate the program into French in the near future.

e Currently the Our Hidden Heroes curriculum has been embraced by select schools in
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Western Quebec, and England

For additional information on the Hidden Heroes Education Society please call 250-585-1078
Or visit our website at: www.ourhiddenheroes.org
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TESTIMONIALS

“l am impressed by both the educational quality and the motivational spirit of the Our Hidden
Heroes program...l would like to see Our Hidden Heroes integrated into classrooms across the
province.”

Shirley Bond, Minister of Education, Province of BC

“...the Hidden Heroes Program has had a very positive impact upon the learning opportunities
that have been provided to the students in School District 68.”
Michael J. Munro, Superintendent of Schools

“It is an easy program to implement. Kids wanted to complete more stories and spend more
time talking about their heroes. It is not often that kids ask to do "work" but they wanted to
finish their assignments.”

Trina Wilcox, Grade 5 Teacher, Park Avenue Community School, Nanaimo, BC

“l have been teaching the intermediate grades for more than 30 years, yet this program excites
me. The approach is unique and the need is great.”
Regina Callaghan, Grade 7/8 Teacher, Morrish PS, Toronto

“This program allowed the students to think outside of themselves - to consider others in the
community and especially others in the classroom. I'm looking forward to trying it again next
year and I'll be starting the program earlier.”

Judith Tye, Grade 7 Teacher, Cedar Community Middle School

“I’'ve learned that when someone changes their behavior for the better it has a BIG impact on
others and it will change you too."
Miranda, Grade seven student

"Kyle has become more helpful at home ... He is cooperative with his friends and shows

compassion when playing."
Parent of Our Hidden Heroes participant
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THE HIDDEN HEROES EDUCATION SOCIETY TEAM

CEO/Founder:

Bill Robinson

Board of Directors

Carol McNamee

Cori-Lynn Germiquet
Andrea Rosato-Taylor
Ed Poli

Elverna Mailloux
Heather Bronson

Lee Fulla

Pat Bugera

Philip Wolf

Ross Fraser

Jim Chutka

Rob Bye

Curriculum Development

Kirsten Verhoeven, M.Ed
Laura Harrison, M.Ed
Terri Zolob, B.Ed
Dolores Gottenberg, D.E
Bill Robinson, BA

Writer, Broadcaster, Motivational Speaker

School Trustee (current) — E.D. Nanaimo District Teachers Association,
Teacher (retired)

President, Vancouver Island Economic Alliance

Advertising Manager, Nanaimo Daily News

Manager, Nanaimo Art Gallery

Customer Service Manager, Tom Harris Group

School principal (retired)

Articling Accountant, Church Picard Chartered Accountants
Public Relations, Impact Visual Communications

Deputy Editor, Nanaimo Daily News

Dean of Arts and Humanities, VIU (Retired), Chair — Nanaimo Harbour
Commission

Public Service, Government of BC

Manager, Island Radio, part of the Jim Pattison Group of radio stations

Teacher

Teacher

Teacher

Teacher, Education Consultant

Writer, Broadcaster, Motivational Speaker
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PAST MEDIA COVERAGE

Nanaimo Daily News - March 14, 2009
Our Hidden Heroes launch new website

Nanaimo City Star - March 12, 2009
Our Hidden Heroes move into their new office

Harbour City Star — February 6, 2009
http://www2.canada.com/harbourcitystar/news/community/story.html?id=0e201ef2-c080-
4d07-adc6-09c8f6321530

Our Voice BCCPAC magazine June 2008
http://www.bccpac.bc.ca/UserFiles/File/Our%20Voice/Our%20Voice%20Spring%202008%20fin

al.pdf

EdInfo — March 14, 2008 Volume 7 #12 -
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/edinfo/archives/volume7/080314.pdf

Toronto Star - August 11, 2007
http://www.thestar.com/article/244015

For additional information on the Hidden Heroes Education Society please call 250-585-1078
Or visit our website at: www.ourhiddenheroes.org




. CONTACT: Bill Robinson
Ordinary people #2B-3411 Shenton Rd. Nanaimo BC V9T 2H1
doing small things Phone: 250-585-1078 Toll Free: 1-877-836-2781

. Fax: 250-585-1079
that make a difference Email: bill@hiddenheroes.org

Website: www.ourhiddenheroes.org

ﬁ SCHOOL DISTRICT 68 (MANAIMO-LADYSMITH)
Todey's Leamar — Tamorows Fafune
385 Wakesiah Avonue
Manaimo, BC VAR I8
Tefsphone (250) 7545521
Fas {250 7415210
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT/ICEQ

Seprember 15, 2007

Board of Darectors

Meighbourbood Heroes Project Society
1232 Kennedy Sreet

NANAIMG. B.C. VIR 2)|

RE: Further Development of the Hidden Heroes Project

Simce the 2000-02 school vear, the Hidden Heroes Progeam has had a very positive impact upon the leaming
appartunities that have been provided 1o the stadents in School District 68 (Manaimo-Ladysmith). Daring the first
five vears, Bill Robinson, now the CED of the Hidden Heroes Education Society, worked on his own with support
from many Schonl District 6% teachers 10 develop 1 peneric =t of Hidden Heroes lesson plans that were adapied
and wsed by teachers n a wide variety of grade levels,

The Hidden Heroes concepts are based on the simple bur powerful theory thar ‘small things can make a big
difference, that ordinary people can impact the world — one person, are fumily, ene commuity &t & time”

[uring the last 14 months, Bill and the Society’s Board of Directors found sufficient funding to pay snall honoresin
to Four diffierent teschers whi lave shown extracrdinary commiiment to the project and the Society, As a resull,
working with Bill they have produced lesson plans and teacher support materinds for Grades 1, 3, 5 and 7

The program reflects beamning ouicomes from a varity of Imeprated Rozource Packages includimg those provided
by the B.C. Provincial Ministry of Education. The program alsa reflects the British Columbla Social Responsibility
Performance Standards, which sst out expectaticns for student behavioues as they develop their skitls in varioos
aspects of social and emntional leaming. Teachors can meet the learning owtcames for Social Responsibiliy by
utilizing the Hidden Hevoes Program,

The program aisa provides an excellent focus for developmg Secial Responsibility for our sudents,  The Soeial
Studies curriculum supports the study of local {ssoes, history and social action for smdents — Hidden Heroos & an
excellent option that teachers could choose 10 use to meet these leaming cutcomes. Finally, the Hidden Heroes
midel provides a strong link to the research, writing and sharing of qualisy stories by students that work 1o suppost
cair District Literscy Gonl

The leadership shown by Mr. Rabinson and the Society, and the quality of the learning materiaks now availabie for
bencher use demanstrate a ligh level of commitment i students and bearming. and support the geals of cur District
Achievemenn Plan, We look forward io the furtber development of this praject and we will continue to welcome
and support the use of this fesource by teachers nod schools in School District 63,

Sincerely,

'm.__.—-""ﬂ

Michael 1. Munro
Superintendent of ScheolsiCEO

St J
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA
APR 15 Jeg The Best Mlace on Eardh Our Bef: 124800
Bill Rohinson
Hiddden Heroes Education Society
32171 Kennedy 5t

Nanzimoe BC VIR 211
Dear Mr. Robeison:

1o writing to thank you For tnking the time on February 18, 2008, 0 meet with me and
Reon Canselon, MLA (Manaima-Porksville), to discuss the Our Hidden Heroes program and your
goals v expand i 10 reach sudents across British Columbin and bevend

| am impeessed by both the educatbonal quality and the mativational spicit of the Cur Hidden Heroes
progrism. The Ministry of Education shares your views on the impomance of helping students
recognine and lewrn from the positive mobe models in their families. schsols and communities—our
hadden heroes. Showing stedents that ordinary people can impsct the world and enceuraging them 1o
become Hidden Heroes themselves ase important parts of the program. [ find it encouraging that a
progriem has been developed vo extend this concept in o way that can benefit all students and would
hope 1o see Our Hidden Heroes integrated inte many classrooms scross the province.

It is. however, imporiant 10 remember that while the Minising's provincial curriculum se1s out
learning expectations, boards of education decide how o deliver the curmiculum, including the
selection of the resources and programs they will use. Therefore, the Ministry 15 able io provide

sppert by

*  providing commentary on the links between the Chr Hidden Heroes program materials ans
the provineial cusriculum and BC Performance Standards, as well a5 making
recarmmendations, i appropriate, for strengihening the program;

» providing assistance o help your organization make connections and build relationships with
key educators across the provinee; and

¢ publishing a short program deserption in Edlnfo (waw beesd gov be cafedinbis), the
Ministry"s bi-weekly electronic digess of education news amd information distribated o all
those with an interest i the K—12 commmimity.

[ hope these efforts will help you increase pwareness of the Our Hidden Heroes program as you move
forward with vous plans to introduce it to schools and school districts across the provines,

Sincergly,

Shirtey Bond
Minester
Deputy Premer
Blmisery of ke ol ithe Bl i Prlinlirgg Auldbicie Lascmion
Filacarinn wndl Dupuiny Premia PO Barx 045 Brw [ ParBarnsmm Baikdings
Wi B VEW IS Wi i AL

For additional information on the Hidden Heroes Education Society please call 250-585-1078
Or visit our website at: www.ourhiddenheroes.org




